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THE " KOONDA."*

Roonda,  as  its  name  shows,   means an earthen pot of a special
form aud tout-a-fait different from the mould and nature of other
Indian vessels.   It being a complete Urdoo or Hindoostani word, its
origin is confined to India,  the emporium of objects used in common
life ; and it may not be mistaken for its brother phonetic word Jcoondd
which, though spelled alike  in English,  has a separate HMoostani
spelling with   th or d  added to  it to  transform its pronunciation
and means a bulky piece of wood, used in Indian families for culinary
purposes.   Another identical word Koonrra, which means refuse, such
as  husks,  hedges,  &c., may  not be misconstrued for Jcoonda under
notice.    The Loonda is a  Mohammedan usage common to all Moslems
inhabiting India alone,   and is  seldom met with among Mussulmans
of foreign parts;  and the fact that it  owes  its existence to India,
tallies with the reasoning that the usage is modern and chiefly Indian.
This modern practice, which Moslems consider a part of their religion,
consists of a peculiar  prayer termed Fateha or Neaz, which they offer
at any time and on any  day of the year in  honor of the holy fourth
Calif Huzrut Ali,  son-in-law and  cousin  of the Prophet.   In this
ritual Mohammedans  congregate to read and  recite  passages and
chapters of Alkoran in the name and in respect of the Calif, and after
they have made the customary prayer termed the Fateha, they sit
round to partake of the food or sweetmeats (as the case may be) pre-
pared for the occasion, which sometimes consist of ptlao, the well-known
Moslem richly seasoned costly dish : and at others, of phirni, another
exquisite dish  dressed and cooked with milk, cream, &c., but the use
of sweetmeats is general in the celebration of this singular rite.   The
food, sweemeats, &c,,    so prepared are placed in  a large pot, the
Jcoonda, out of which all who partake of the ceremony are required
to take their respective quotas, which they eat  from one and the same
place and plate together with all those present, and they are in no way
authorised to take any such food or sweetmeats away to their homes or
out of the room or place where the koonda rite is kept.    There they are
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